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ADDRESS OF WELCOME 
BY 

ENGR. HUSNAIN AHMAD 
PRESIDENT 

PAKISTAN ENGINEERING CONGRESS 
ON THE EVE OF 

INAUGURAL SESSION 
Held on July 26, 2011 

At 
P. C. Hotel, Lahore 

 
The Honorable Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani Prime Minister, Pakistan  
 
Distinguished Delegates 
 
Members of Pakistan Engineering Congress 
 
Ladies & Gentlemen! 
 
Assalam-o-Alaikum! 
 
It is my profound privilege and unique honor to welcome you all and to give an 
“overview” of the oldest and the most prestigious institution of professional engineers 
which happens to be the catalyst of all professional engineering institutions in this part 
of the world. It started its journey in the year 1912 under the name of “Punjab 
Engineering Congress”. In 1955 upon unification of all Provinces of the western wing, 
it was renamed “West Pakistan Engineering Congress”. In 1971, the name was 
changed to “Pakistan Engineering Congress”. 
 
Honorable Prime Minister Sir! 
 
At the floor of this august gathering, I feel immense pride to claim that it is the 
Engineering Congress from where most of the theories and formulae for the design of 
channels, barrages, regulating structures and cross drainage structures were 
presented. Based on the quality research work presented from this forum the largest 
irrigation network on this earth was indigenously developed by the local irrigation 
engineers  like,  Kennedy,  Lacy,  Kanwar  Sain,  S.  I.  Mahbub,  Khawaja  Ghafoor, 
Pir Ibrahim, Sh. Ahmad Hassan and Dr. S. S. Kirmani. 
 
Honorable Prime Minister Sir! 
 
I feel extremely humbled when I look at the names of the luminaries of the profession of 
engineering, who had the honor of presiding over this body without lowering the stature 
of others, I would like to mention that The Hon’ble Sir Burt, Col. R. S. Maclagon, D.W. 
Aikman, Mr. A. S. Montgomery, Col. Walton, Mr. J. D. H. Bedford, Sir Arther 
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Griffin, Sir Ganga Ram, Mr. K.B. M.A. Hamid, Mr. S. I. Mahbub, Khan Mohammad 
Inamullah Khan, Mr. A. M Akhound, Mr. C. A. Hamid, Mr. I. A. S. Bokhari, Dr. 
Mubashir Hasan and Mr. Shams ul Mulk are amongst those who had the honor of 
heading this body. 
 
Honorable Prime Minister Sir! 
 
In line with the cherished objectives of this august body, which are: 

 
a. To promote science, profession and practice of engineering. 

 
b. To afford its members opportunities for meeting periodically, to discuss 

propagate and pursue matters of professional interest.  
 

c. To have a code of Ethics that governs the professional conduct of its 
members 

 
The Congress organizes events i.e. Seminars, Lectures, Symposia, World Water-
Day / World Environment-Day events, Technical Tours, International Workshops. 
During 71st Session, alone 32 such events were organized and held, which include 
Technical Visits of congress delegations to mega development projects, celebration of 
World Water-Day, World Environment-Day, Symposiums and Lectures on vital 
Engineering Issues.   
 
Sir! Your honor will be delighted to hear that all the papers presented at these events 
have been published in Book form and distributed to Members, Federal / Provincial 
Government Departments, Engineering Universities, Libraries etc. free of cost.  
 
Honorable Prime Minister Sir! 
 
Your Honor will be pleased to hear that the professional activities of the Congress are 
not restricted within the geographical boundaries of the Country. It is playing a pro-
active part on the global stage. 

 
• A Congress delegation participated in the, International Seminar held in August - 

2010 at University of Surrey, on “Transboundary Aquifers and International 
Law”and presented its input on the issue of Shared Waters of Rivers, Lakes, etc.  

 
• A Pakistan delegation that was led by myself, participated in 60th IEC Meeting 

of ICID and 5th Asian Regional Conference held from 5-11 December 2009 
in New Delhi, where the delegation not only made professional contributions and 
got recognition but also won both coveted positions in various work bodies / Task 
Forces. 

 
• I feel extremely humbled that even at the 61st IEC meeting of ICID (108-

Member Countries Organization with Pakistan being one of its signatories), the 
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election for the coveted position of Vice-President ICID that is considered as 
great honor throughout the globe, amongst water experts, despite intense 
international competition was won by myself. The falling of the position to the lot 
of the President of the Congress shows the great esteem for Pakistan in the 
comity of this International Organization.  
 

• At the ICID Conference at Yogyakarta, I also took the opportunity to apprise the 
delegates of the Conference about the colossal devastation inflicted on the 
Country by the unprecedented rainfall in July and August, 2010, causing loss of 
around 3.0 % GDP with projected financial loss of $ 40 to 43 billion.The District 
wise presentation of the details of the losses of precious lives and assets of the 
huge value greatly distressed the delegations of the Conference. They desired 
that an International Workshop may be held in Pakistan to probe, analyze and 
formulate recommendations to contain and manage the ensuing devastating 
repercussions. The Workshop was accordingly held at Pakistan Engineering 
Congress auditorium on 12th March, 2011 with active participation of ICID, 
PANCID, WWF and Govt. of Pakistan. 12-Papers were presented by Pakistani 
and Foreign luminaries on the phenomena of floods. The recommendations 
formulated by the panel of experts have been conveyed to all the relevant 
Federal / Provincial Govt. Departments / agencies. 

 
Honorable Prime Minister Sir! 
 
Role of the Congress in Promotion of Engineering Education / Dissemination of 
Information has always been of a forerunner.  However, it fell to the lot of the governing 
body of 71st Session to take the historical step of emptying the incomparable treasure 
trove of technical knowledge by placing all its publications on its website and that too 
free of cost, which includes: 

 
- 707-Technical papers on diverse engineering issues in 70-volumes. 
 
- 293-papers presented at symposiums on various issues in 31-volumes. 
 
- 655-papers published in the quarterly journal of the Congress. 

 
The web-site: www.pecongress.org.pk  interalia displays the following apart from other 
related information in detail: 

 
- Introduction of Pakistan Engineering Congress. 
 
- Constitution of the Congress. 
 
- History of the Congress. 
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Honorable Prime Minister Sir! 
 
Congress has taken landmark steps for facilitation of Graduate Engineering Studies. It 
has so far awarded 300-Scholarships (100-Scholarships recently) of Rs. 3000 per 
month for full 4-year span of studies on all Pakistan basis. It also awards scholarships of 
Rs. 10,000 per month for the education of deceased engineers’ children. 
 
Honorable Prime Minister Sir! 
 
The   Congress   has   all   along   been   on   the   forefront   of   National   Causes.   At   
the  devastating   Earthquake   of   October   8,   2005,   the   Congress   contributed  
Rs.  5-million  and  distributed  packages  of  edible  goods  of  almost   Rs.  2-million 
directly to the affectees. 
 
Honorable Prime Minister Sir! 
 
At your call on the recent floods of biblical proportions, the Congress made a humble 
donation of Rs. 10-million, which was presented to your honor in-person by a small 
delegation of the Congress in your chamber in the Parliament House, Islamabad. I 
assure your honor that the Congress will always be found ready to shoulder any 
responsibility at the beck and call of the motherland. 
 
Honorable Prime Minister Sir! 
 
Energy deficit crisis is continuing unabated since 2009 with 10-12 hours electricity 
outages. The irony is that the Country has been brought to this sorry state of affairs, 
when the Country was endowed with Hydroelectric Potential of about 40,000 M.W as 
well as enormous Coal deposits. It is grave indifference on the part of the planners that 
the Country has failed to construct any reservoir of sizeable capacity since full 
commissioning of Tarbela in 1977. The electricity deficit now is over 5000 M.W. with far 
reaching socio-economic repercussions. It had been authentically stated:- 

 
1) Around 25000 industrial units have been forced to a halt. 
 
2) About 5-Lac people thrown out of employment. The adverse impact on exports is 

colossal. All this at a time when 40% plus people are living a miserable life – 
living below poverty level. 

 
3) Textile industry, the biggest earner of valuable foreign exchange is in doldrums. 
 
4) Power looms have been shut down on a large scale. 
 
5) The economy is suffering an annual loss of around Rs. 516-billion. 
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Honorable Prime Minister Sir! 
 
A leader of your vision and understanding mind knows well that the only solution to 
come successfully out of the morass of energy deficit and acute water shortages is 
construction of mega dams. In fact, the time has already run out and the economic 
scene is becoming bleaker day by day and the very stability of the Country is at stake. It 
is indeed heartening to note that your Government has decided to implement on priority 
basis Diamer Basha Dam with a storage capacity of 6.4 MAF and electricity generation 
of 4500 MW. Furthermore, this decision is backed by full consensus of all the federating 
units, particularly the four provinces. Reportedly, the preliminary project activities of land 
acquisition, resettlement and construction of camps are now being taken up. 
Furthermore, to signify the importance attached by the Government to Diamer Basha 
Dam Project, arrangements are in hand to get it formally inaugurated by the President 
of Pakistan in the near future. Notwithstanding these efforts by the Government, 
launching of the core project, to be implemented within a period of 8-10 years, is being 
delayed basically due to lack of commitment for the foreign financing. Reportedly, the 
Government is actively pursuing the matter with various potential donors, particularly 
Asian Development Bank, but without success so far. In order to overcome this difficulty 
without further loss of time, your good self is urged to use personal good offices and 
clout with the potential donors, particularly China. 
 
Honorable Prime Minister Sir! 
 
All over the world, the Engineers are highly valued professionals. They are the catalyst 
of socio-economic advancement. Whether it is construction of Mega Dams / Hydel / 
Thermal Power-Houses / Barrages / Canals, Cement Plants, Refineries, Air-Terminals, 
Cause-ways, Infrastructure Construction name anything and the stamp of Engineers 
ingenuity, skill and dedication will be manifest. 
 
However, in Pakistan, the Engineers are a neglected, forgotten community, a victim of 
the apathy of Administrative Bureaucracy. They toil day and night for the 
development and advancement of the Country but languish in their initial positions for 
decades. Your honor will be surprised to know that the Engineers of Provincial 
Departments (they constitute 80% of the total Federal / Provincial strength) do not 
possess any “Service” structure nor they are given automatic “Time Scale 
Promotions”etc., a grave injustice indeed persisting for decades by now.  

 
Honorable Prime Minister Sir! 
 
May I bring on record that it was Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto (Shaheed) an 
incomparable visionary / statesman and a gem of a person who had the vision and was 
fully aware of engineers role in a vibrant society, conferred “Class-I” on the Engineers, 
ordered posting of Engineers as Heads of Engineering departments and lot more.  

 
The Late Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto (Shaheed) set aside the protocol and advised Engr. Shah 
Nawaz Khan and Engr. Dr. Mubashir Hasan to arrange a meeting with Dr. Terrazaghai; 
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a famous Geotechnical Engineer and his team, so that he may discuss with them at 
personal level solutions for the early Tarbela Dam woes. He ordered that he would like 
to call on them instead of them being asked to appear for briefing of the great leader. 
 
Sir! The administrative bureaucracy had nullified all the reforms introduced by the Late 
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto (Shaheed) which were admirably continued by Mohtarma Benazir 
Bhutto (Shaheed). 
 
Honorable Prime Minister Sir!  
It is important that those who perform day and night and contribute towards 
development of the Country should not be ignored. Hence, the Engineering community 
having great faith in your dynamic leadership earnestly hopes that your honor may 
kindly issue directions for implementation of some landmark measures to ameliorate the 
lot of Engineers:- 

 
• May please order immediate re-introduction of the earlier reforms introduced by 

the first peoples Government.  
 
• May very graciously announce a package of reforms- institution of technical 

allowance /non-practicing allowance etc. on the lines allowed to Doctors. 
 
• May very kindly advise the Provincial Governments to grant “Distinct” five tier 

service structure to the Engineers alongwith “Time Scale Promotions”, i.e., 
50% in BPS-17, 34% in BPS-18, 12% in BPS-19, 3% in BPS-20, and at least 1% 
in BPS-21 or above (a Congress reference in this respect is already with the 
Government of Punjab). The service structure for engineers on the lines of civil 
services should also be linked to Automatic Time Scale Promotions, i.e., 5 years 
from BPS-17 to BPS-18, 7 years from BPS-18 to BPS-19, 5 years from BPS-19 
to BPS-20 and 5 years from BPS-20 to BPS-21 and Professional Engineers only 
may please be appointed from BPS-17 to BPS-21 in all Engineering 
Departments and Organizations. 
 

Honorable Prime Minister Sir! 
 
In the Federal structure, there is a well-defined system of filling-up the positions. Under 
the Civil Service Cadre, there is one examination and the would-be applicants upon 
reaching the desired grades are assigned to the various services of the Federal 
Government in keeping with a specific laid down criteria. However, in case of 
Engineering profession, there is no “service cadre” similar to the civil services. A would-
be candidate applies to various positions advertised by the various engineering 
departments. Upon declared successful for more than one post, he opts for the position 
of his liking. The other positions won by him are, therefore, left unfilled. This leads to 
unemployment, frequent advertisements, waste of time and resources. Prime Minister 
Sir, I would urge Your Honor to order introduction of an ‘Engineering Cadre’ at the 
Federal level, as well as advise the Provincial administration to work on these 
guidelines. 
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Honorable Prime Minister Sir! 
 
I assure you sir, that your patronage shall enable the engineering community to attain 
its legitimate rights and due recognition, turning it as satisfied and more committed 
workforce for National Development that shall ultimately result in prosperous and 
stronger Pakistan. Insha Allah Ta’ala. 
 
In the end Sir, I extend sincere gratitude on behalf of the Executive Council of Pakistan 
Engineering Congress, Engineering Community in general and on my own behalf in 
particular for your presiding over the in-augural session of the event despite your 
pressing engagements. This is a source of immense encouragement for the Engineers 
of Pakistan. We place our services at your disposal for placing any responsibility on our 
shoulders that may be needed for the good of the Country. 
 
I also thank all the audience for their very patient hearing. 
 

Pakistan Paindabad 


