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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AND RESOURCE CONSERVATION

KEY NOTE ADDRESS
By
Dr. Izhar-ul-Haq

Pakistan Engineering Council has held 25 Symposiums since 1957 on various topic of
national importance, The executive council decided to hold Symposium on
“Environmental Protection and Resource Conservation” for the 67" Annual Session and a
circular eliciting papers on the subject was sent to all the members. The objective of the
Symposium was to create an awareness, deliberate the issues and formulate
recommendations regarding the subject Symposium. Response for the papers was slow
and steady and finally ten papers were received. The Authors have tried to sustain the
standard of PEC.

The papers are concerning: A Case study in Environmental Protection of Ghazi Barotha
Power Project, Salinity and Drainage projects, Conservation of wet lands, Ground Water
Pollution, Portable Water, Sewerage Treatment and Assessment of Environmental Effects
of Thermal Power Plants. The paper on Water Conservation high-lights, the water
requirement, guture shortages and conservation of this precious source. However, no
paper has been received on Re-cycling and Energy Conservation.

The rapid increase in population, accompanied by urbanization and industrial growth
with scant regard to environmental concerns has accelerated the process of environmental
degradation. Untreated Industrial effluent, sewerage water, saline ground water drainage
is being disposed off into the rivers thereby degrading the quality of water and the aqua
life is disappearing. The smoke from the industries, emission from the rapidly increasing
vehicles, burning of refuse and fallen leaves and dust rising from the dug up roads and
excavations are polluting the air and taking a heavy toll on the health of the citizens. The
noise level in big cities has surpassed the permissible levels. The situation is exacerbated
by general lack of awareness.

We have the environmental laws. What is required, is their implementation. We need to
educate our children and create an awareness about the environmental pollution, green
earth and conservation of resources. The area under forests is the lowest in Pakistan.
More trees and forests are required to clean the.air. The surface water resource needs to




be preserved and conserved for domestic and agriculture use if we have to survive as a
free nation. The existing water reservoirs are depleting fast due to sedimentation, if we do
not conserve water by building reservoirs, we are going to be an other Ethopia. The
fertile land needs to be reclaimed from water logging and salinity. Most of the resources
are finite and there is need to recycle them. Industries involved in recycling need to be
encouraged. We need to use our resources judiciously and conserve specially the energy
which is obtained from the imported fossil fuels. There is a dire need to harness our hydel
power which is a renewable, economical and environmentally clean resource.

We should not waste bounties of nature and spoil our environment. The development
should be sustainable and compatible with the environment. Our future generation should
not complain that we have wrecked our resources. Global warming due to depletion of

_the?Ozone layer and El-Nino Phenomena is creating the seasonal changes and drought in
the far-east. Dealing with complex issues regarding the sustainable use of national
resources, their protection and conservation will require comprehensive planning,
participation of general public, communication at all levels, commitment and decision at
the highest level.

I am sure there would be lively discussions and deliberation on the subject symposium
based on which recommendations would be prepared for consideration of the
Government.
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